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From the Director

Individualized Instruction at CCS

At CCS, we do not have a traditional pull
out gifted program. Instead, we integrate
the rich curriculum typically used by
these programs (literature circle discus-
sion groups, project based learning,
higher level questioning, etc.) into all of
our classes. We believe we can better
serve our students by individualizing all
instruction rather than adding a few addi-
tional assignments each week. This is, by
far, the most challenging task that teach-
ers face. Below are a few of the strate-
gies that we use to differentiate and meet
the needs of our students:

e  We have small class size and a low
teacher to student ratio to facilitate
direct individual instruction. In other
schools, it is rare for classes to have
two adults teaching after the 2nd
grade and virtually unheard of in
middle school. In our middle school
core classes (language arts/social
studies and math/science) we have
two and three certified teachers
teaching the class so that our students
benefit from differentiated instruc-
tion. Teachers loop for 2 or 3 years
with students so that they truly know
them as learners and do not waste
instructional time each year with
transitions. Teachers have access to
grade level curriculum materials
above and below the grade they are
teaching which facilitates enriching
and remediating.

Open House Sessions

Wednesday, January 9 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 22 9:30 a.m.

7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 31 1:00 p.m.

Important Dates:

Parent Advisory Meeting (7:30 p.m.) No De Jan. 8
First Day Back to School Jan. 2
Family Math Night (6:30/8230 p.m.) Jan. 10
FLEBHS 5th Gr. Parent Session 10:30 am, Jan. 15
4th Gr. Writing Test Workshop 1:00 pm, 6:3 Jan. 15
Student Holiday (no school) Jan. 21
Parent Spanish Workshop (evening) Jan. 22

Although we begin a literacy block
with a reading or writing craft lesson,
we then follow up by working indi-
vidually with students. We do indi-
vidualized reading and writing confer-
ences so that we can set goals specific
to each child’s needs/abilities.

We do small group literature discus-
sion groups with an emphasis on the
home/school connection so that stu-
dents are discussing the books twice
with meaningful dialogue; once with
their parents and then again at school,
to deepen the learning.

We introduce math concepts to the
large group but then follow up with
small groups and individual conferenc-
ing so that we can adjust the assign-
ments. This allows us to adequately
challenge as well as remediate.

We introduce Hands On Equations by
3rd grade which is an introductory
algebra program that allows students to
develop a strong conceptual under-
standing of algebraic concepts that will
prepare them for higher level math.
Our middle school math teacher, Ms.
Behm, who has her Phd. in math cur-
riculum K-12, has raved about our
students’ understanding and ability to
solve algebra equations. Some of the
more recent math research shows that
students are memorizing symbolic al-
gorithms in elementary, middle and
high school. This works for the short
term but when you get to the more
advanced calculus level math that re-
quires a deep understanding and an
ability to explain and think around the
“why” of what you are doing, students
in college are struggling. This explains
why we require our students (even
those that find the solving part of math
easier) to take some time to explore the
“why it works” part of using symbolic
algorithms.

Thank You!

Thank you to all of our wonderful and
generous CCS Families for the amazing
holiday gifts, cards, hugs and good wishes.
As usual, you spoiled us all too much and
we are all overwhelmed with the thought-
fulness of our students and families.



