
Thoughts about friendships and playdates 

Every year I think about writing this article 

and every year I donôt.  I worry that I am over-

stepping.  I worry that it will be misinter-

preted.  This year, I am going to go for it and 

trust that you know my intentions and my 

heart.  As parents, we make many decisions 

each day regarding our children.  These deci-

sions go from setting limits for our children to 

simply enjoying them for the amazing people 

that they are.  As you move into summer vaca-

tion when your children spend more time with 

friends, family and neighbors, I encourage you 

to have some open conversations with the 

adults who will be in charge of your children.  

These are not discussions meant to pass judg-

ment.  They are conversations that help you 

know what your child will be exposed to and 

have access to while he/she is not with you. 

Where are the computers in the household?  

Do they have child blocks on them? 

Do the children go to the houses of other 

friends and neighbors when they are in your 

care?   

When someone takes your child to the mall/

Birkdale/etc., do the children walk around 

without an adult and if so, what are the limits? 

Do you have a gun in your household? 

What are the rules regarding movie and televi-

sion shows?  Ratings? 

Literature Circle Discussion Groups 

 Literature Circle groups are a 

big part of reading at CCS.  Our ultimate 

goal is to get our students to think about 

and discuss books in meaningful, pur-

poseful wayséé.reading comprehen-

sion!  We are hoping for our children to 

become adept at weaving books into their 

heads and hearts as they think and make 

meaning of books AND their worlds.  We 

are constantly evaluating all that we do at 

CCS and striving to make it better.  

Hopefully, this is a strong lesson on being 

life long learners for our students!  We 

constantly try new strategies in an attempt 

to get students to look a bit more deeply 

into the books they read.   

 Why do we think it is so impor-

tant to read and discuss books?  Literature 

Circle discussion groups are what you 

often see in classes for gifted students.  

Why do we do this for all of our students?  

The goal of reading is comprehension. At 

some schools, students receive lots of 

worksheets with questions regarding a 

reading passage.  This activity checks 

reading comprehension but does not teach 

comprehension skills.  At CCS, we teach 

strategies for students to use as they read 

and make meaning.  These strategies in-

clude; connections (text to text, self and 

world), schema, inferences, mental im-

ages.   

 As you knew when you chose 

CCS for your child, parents are KEY part-

ners in the educating of CCS students.  

Over the summer, please read and discuss  

books WITH your children.  Discuss deep 

level thoughts and connections.    There is a 

big difference between children who can 

read and those who choose to read.   

From the Director  

 
New Staff Hires for Elementary 

 

Kim HeeschðLead 4th 

Laura MockðLead 4th 

Barb LavellaðAssistant 3rd 

Shannon DavisðAssistant 5th 

Alicia MartinðAssistant 4th 

We welcome our new staff with great excite-

ment!  They are amazing individuals with 

many gifts to offer our wonderful students! 

                CCS Golf Tournament 

Our Annual CCS Golf Tournament officially 

brought in $27,000 this year.  Thanks to Jill 

Clark and her crew for all of the hard work for 

this special event each year.  Thanks also to 

all golfers who made the day fun and excit-

ing!  I am confident someone will win the 

òhole in oneó car next year!  The sponsor-

ships are a key to making this event success-

ful.  Every dollar pledged by sponsors goes 

directly to our fundraising fund and enables 

us to do amazing things with and for stu-

dents each year.  Thank you! 

 

Please check the CCS website for updates on 

important summer events such as Ice Cream 

Socials and  activities regarding the upcoming 

school year. 

 

Happy Summer!! 

Important Dates:  
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